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You must receive an unconditional acceptance to your program. This means you have
met all the undergraduate degree and admissions requirements. You cannot, for
example, be accepted pending completion of a required prerequisite course.

An 1-20, or Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant Student Status, is a federal document that is
issued by TCU's designated school official (DSO). At TCU, the International Services Office (ISO) will
send you an invitation no earlier than 6 months of your expected semester start date to access the ISO
Gateway, your portal for all things international. Once invited to the ISO Gateway, you will be able to
access the 1-20 application form. Complete this form and submit it along with all required documents,
such as financial documents and sponsor letters, to the ISO gateway.

Once your I-20 is approved, you will receive an email from TCU International Services to log
back in to the ISO Gateway to download the initial I-20 along with important information
regarding the next steps as well as the International Orientation. At this point, you should review
your requested ISO F-1 or J-1 Visa guide and gather any required documents.

To get your F-1 visa, you must submit a DS-160 application electronically. The DS-160 is the
Online Nonimmigration Visa Application form for temporary travel to the United States. Once
you submit your form electronically and payment is made, you will need to schedule an
appointment with the U.S. Embassy/Consulate selected on the DS-160. Once your Visa is
approved, your passport will be returned to you.



https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/students/prepare/students-and-the-form-i-20
https://internationalservices.tcu.edu/meet-our-staff/
https://isogateway.tcu.edu/_portal/
https://isogateway.tcu.edu/_portal/
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/visa-information-resources/forms/ds-160-online-nonimmigrant-visa-application.html
https://www.usembassy.gov/

Once you have your Visa, it is time to prepare to come to TCU. You will need a way to go
PREPARING from the airport to campus. You will be sent a sim card for your phone. You must activate this
FORTCU card one week before your travel date to ensure you have an active smartphone when you
arrive to order an Uber ride. A discounted Uber code will also be sent to you.

Congratulations, you have made it to campus! On the first day, you will move in to your
living quarters, such as apartment, and check-in on campus. The next day, you will attend

e ARRIVAL DAY our Football 101 camp, where you will learn about American football and the TCU Horned
Frogs. On the third day, you will attend our International Orientation.

@ TC U You will need a Social Security Number (SSN) if you will be working on campus. In order to obtain your SSN, you will
need an offer of employment, support letter, and application with the Social Security Administration office. You will

WORKATTCU receive an offer of employment from your program. You will need to request a SSN support letter from the 1ISO. Once

you have these documents, you can apply for your SSN at any local SSA office. There are two local offices located in

TA, RA’ GA & SSN Fort Worth. Please review the ISO’s SSN webpage for full instructions.

Please note that the application process time varies. You cannot work until you obtain your SSN.

The 1-9 form is the Employment Eligibility Verification Form. It is used by TCU to
verify the identity and employment authorization of new hires. Bring your Social
Security Card to the TCU Career Center to complete your I-9 form and e-verify.

Updated 1/25
Note there may be some variation during arrival day. You wiill be contacted prior to arrival for the most up-to-date plans.


https://www.uscis.gov/i-9
https://careers.tcu.edu/
https://www.ssa.gov/
https://www.ssn-check.org/offices/texas/fort-worth
https://internationalservices.tcu.edu/social-security-number/

